1-3 march X
Gothemburg Film Studios

This weekend I went to Abyss Fest for the first time. I
didn't know what to expect of such festival, but the
line-up was good enough for me to attend. The location of
Abyss was a short distance from the central part of
Gothenburg. My main goal was to witness Sodom,
Tormentor, Aura Noir and Root. I didn't have enough time
to check out the other bands before but when I met my
friend Berns on the train to Gothenburg, it sparked my
interest to check some of them out. I was vaguely aware
of Chevalier for example which was a blast off. When it
comes to the main bands I wanted to worship: Tormentor
was a treat on the flyer but I think some of the songs
didn't translate well in a live setting. About Sodom...
they played a late, very long set so it was hard to enjoy
the show at 100% although they kicked ass. Root were
massive as well, but my excitement really elevated on
the second day of the festival when Black Viper started
to play. Black Viper play some sort of 80s oozing speed
metal, it’s probably the most 80s sounding band I've

ever heard of in the last couple of years. The song
'Hellions of Fire' alone sets the tone for what is to come.
Excellent guitar work, flashy solos and high-pitched
vocals. I wasn't the only one excited to see them, they
played on the big stage even if they are a relatively new
band. I wish that everyone who isinto that sort of stuff
would check them out, I bought a record of theirs right
after the show. Aura Noir was one of the bands I was
looking forward to as well, they delivered an intense
set, even if one of the members (Apollyon) wasn't there,
it was an excellent gig with the right intensity and
insane guitar delivery that I needed. They have been
playing since the 90s and they know how to shoot a show
with tight precision of the riffs and a bit of a
Motsrhead-attitude (they actually covered a Motérhead
song). In short, the festival was an unforgettable
experience and there were a lot of things to check out
besides the bands. I hung out a lot with some peeps of
Stockholm and encountered some familiar faces, which
gave the festival experience an extra touch. There was
enough distro and merch stands to spend time on, which I
did, checking out and buying some records when some
bands weren't of my interest. Also, it turned out a great
surprise to check out bands that I have never listened
to before the fest such as Chevalier, Black Viper and
Iron Angel. Abyss Fest is a great fest and I highly
recommend it! /Wilhelm
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ENERYTHING MERANS ENERYTHING!
{AN ENERYTHING RENIEW]

EVERYTHING was released by Double

Fine Productions in 2017, a company

famous for ftitles like Psychonauts and
Broken Age, but also for the quality and unique
experiences that totally stand out of the ordinary in videogames
universe. Double Fine has always been involved in particular games,
sometimes crazy other times food for the mind capable of blowing us
away; and this, is what EVERYTHING does.
But let’s get right to it!
First of all, | must say that is really difficult to talk in normalterms about
this game, the word game itself doesn’t feel right in my opinion, joumey
or even meditation sound far more appropriate to describe it.
Developed by David Oreilly over 3 years and with the assistance of
Damien Di Fede for the code, Ben Lukas Boysen and Eduardo Ortiz
Frau for score and audio components, EVERYTHING is not a linear
experience at all, every instant, every direction we walk, even what we
see is random in a procedurally generated universe that will hardly
cease to amaze.
The biggest downside of this title is the technical aspect, because the
animation of all animals, humans and vehicles is really basic or doesn’t
exist at all, and that's a shame when it comes to what this game could
convey to us.
But honestly, | can't think of other cons in this title. To describe exactly
how this works: it depends only on you, the player, who is nothing more

than a little spark of light capable of entering in every animal or object
around you, and feel what your surrounding are thinking and interact
with while in the background thoughts of Alan Watts (British-American
philosopher that wrote more than 20 books about eastemn and westem
religions and Buddhism in the ‘60s) are played in which he talks about
the connection of all things and how we perceive them.

To give youa more clear idea of what EVERYTHING talks about | must
share with you a little fragment of my experience: | was walking in the
woods like a mammoth and while | was reading the thoughts of an oak
near me, a speech by Alan Watts was playing in the background about
big bang and all that came after it, of how we are still part of that even
if eons have passed of how we are all connected, with plants, rocks,
buildings, other living creatures and how our skin that usually is
considered a wall separating us should be seen as a bridge capable of
connecting ourselves with all our surroundings. In that moment | moved
from my mammoth form and became the entire continent, while | was
watching the land changing shape | moved more, and became a cloud,
a seagull, the whole planet, and even further a galaxy from there |
moved more and more, and at some point | decided to come back, just
to realize how everything was still there, animals still moving in packs,
ships sailing the oceans to unknown destinations, entire planet
surfaces changing while rotating around the sun, and trust me when |
say that this is just the tip of the iceberg.

EVERYTHING's objective isn't giving us the best gaming experience,
but to change our perception of life itself and in this sense, it works in
an amazing and poetic way that no other media can do.
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